
Where Are The Workers? 
By Jeff Bosshard 

 
The President’s boast about the recovering economy neglects to admit that “new 

employment” was actually just a 3/4 “recovery” of the employment lost during Covid. 
Mostly, however, there has been a labor shortage that has been something of a solace 

to those with jobs. Workers have been able to name their price. Employers have been 
pulling their hair out trying to find warm bodies who are willing to do work. The job 
portal Indeed.com has been flooded with applicants, but it’s not clear how many are 

real or how many are just people applying in order to extend unemployment benefits. 
 

We ourselves have seen a strange anomaly in job creation. It’s been very high but not 
matched by increases in the labor force. How is this possible? A careful look has 
revealed that this job creation has been dominated by people who are taking second 

and third jobs. We are seeing more and more “seniors” in the retail stores. They are 
likely trying to pad their retirement funds, against the governmental policy of Inflation 

at any cost (to us).  However, it is good that there are jobs for the taking, but doesn’t 
this seem a bit strange? It is, but now we have a pretty good hint as to why there is a 

labor shortage. The government is still paying people NOT to work. The Cato Institute 
(my chosen libertarian think-tank) released an updated 2016 study showing that 
welfare benefits pay more than a minimum wage job in 33 American states, and the 

District of Columbia. 
 

Even worse, welfare pays more than $15 per hour to stay home in 13 states. According 
to the study, welfare benefits have increased faster than minimum wage. It's now more 

profitable   
to sit at home and watch TV than it is to earn an honest day's pay. Hawaii is the 
biggest offender, where welfare recipients earn $29.13 per hour, or a $60,590 yearly 

salary for doing nothing. Of course, the cost of living there has typically been above 
average. 

 
 Here is the list of the states where the pre-tax equivalent 'salary' that welfare 

recipients receive is higher than having a job: 
 
01.          Hawaii: $60,590 

02.         District of Columbia: $50,820   
03.         Massachusetts: $50,540 

04.         Connecticut: $44,370 
05.         New York: $43,700 
06.         New Jersey: $43,450 

07.         Rhode Island: $43,330 
08.         Vermont: $42,350 

09.         New Hampshire: 39,750 
10.         Maryland: $38,160 



11.         California: $37,160 
12.         Oregon: $34,300 

13.         Wyoming: $32,620 
14.         Nevada: $29,820 

15.         Minnesota: $29,350 
16.         Delaware: $29,220 

17.         Washington: $28,840 
18.         North Dakota: $28,830 
19.         Pennsylvania: $28,670 

20.         New Mexico: $27,900 
21.         Montana: $26,930 

22.         South Dakota: $26,610 
23.         Kansas: $26,490 
24.         Michigan: $26,430 

25.         Alaska: $26,400 
26.         Ohio: $26,200 

27.         North Carolina: $25,760 
28.         West Virginia: $24,900 

29.         Alabama: $23,310 
30.         Indiana: $22,900 
31.         Missouri: $22,800 

32.         Oklahoma: $22,480 
33.         Louisiana: $22,250 

34.         South Carolina: $21,910 
 

Hawaii, DC, and Massachusetts pay more in welfare than the average wage folks earn 
there. Is it any wonder that they stay home rather than look for a job.  It is time for a 
drastic change. Most Americans are not stupid. Note that California is $18.50 an hour. 

Shame on them. I expect them to work their way up the list, but probably never will 
reach the top, as Hawaii is so hopelessly up to its years in giveaways. How can we undo 

this? 
 

If you think that is bad – which to me it is – consider these salaries: Salary of retired 
United States Presidents - $180,000 FOR LIFE!  Salary of House or Senate - $174,000 
FOR LIFE! Salary of Speaker of the House - $223,500 FOR LIFE!  Salary of 

Majority/Minority Leader - $193,400 FOR LIFE! Compare that outrage with the average 
salary of a teacher - $40,065.  Average salary of a deployed soldier - $38,000.   

 
Finally, consider this: Nancy Pelosi will retire as a Congress Person at $174,000 dollars a 
year for life.  As bad as that sounds, and it is bad, it would still be best for our country 

that she retire as soon as possible....or that we do it for her. She will retire as Speaker 
of the House at $223,500 a year.  Plus, she will receive an additional $193,400 a year 

for when she was Minority Leader, the fact that she has become rich while in office 
notwithstanding. That's $803,700 Dollars a year for life including free medical coverage, 



which is not available to us, the taxpayers. She is just one of the hundreds of Senators 
and Congresspersons that float in and out of Congress every year! They all seem to 

come home with lots of money in their accounts. I think we found where the cuts 
should be made! 

 
I do not know if all of the CATO data is correct, but am inclined to believe it, as it helps 

explain a concerning set of employment circumstances. What do you think? 
 
 

(Note: I have been asked if I will allow any of you to forward my writings to those they 
choose.  I have agreed, and am happy to have you reveal me as  

the source of them). 
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