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I've been reflecting over this past year's experiences with the SCRWF, trying to decide the high 

and low points of the year .  The Lincoln Dinner on February 12th has to be one of the high points 

not only in my mind, but also according to the many accolades from Members and other 

attendees.    

 

One of the highlights at that Dinner was the recognition of Jane Armstrong for the prestigious 

“Lifetime Achievement Award” from the California Federation of Republican Women.  Jane's 

been an active member of the Federation for over 46 years and it was an honor to be able to 

recognize her in front of her fellow members. 

 

The Lincoln Dinner also allowed us to introduce and present Steve Frank as our Guest Speaker.  

When Steve was first approached as a possible speaker his first and only reaction was “I'd love to 

speak to your organization!” We had no way of knowing Steve had just been through a rather 

intense bout of COVID, was in the middle of recovery and now COVID free.  We were his first 

official outing :))  Thanks to Steve for helping make our Dinner a success and also for his motto 

“When Women Work, We Win” which has unofficially become somewhat of our motto.   

 

This year we sponsored a “Candidate Forum” which was very popular and we hope to make this 

a regular event during election years.  Each Candidate had an equal amount of time to speak and 

there was a question and answer period at the end.  Thanks to all of our Candidates for putting in 

the time, money and effort to run for office.   

 

The Santa Cruz Republican Women were somewhat in the news in local politics when they 

invited Barry Scott, an opponent of local Measure “D”, to speak at our luncheon during the local 

elections this year.  Only registered Republicans can be Speakers at our events and Barry in fact 

did change his party status from Democrat to Republican prior to speaking at our luncheon. 

However, since Barry was the Chairman of the Santa Cruz Democratic Party immediately prior 

to speaking at our luncheon, it caused a bit of a ruckus. Note:  At year-end Barry Scott was still 

listed as a paid-up “Associate Member” of the SCRWF.  No news yet on whether he plans on 

renewing:)) 



 

One of the projects we're in the process of trying to develop is an active data base of UCSC 

Republican students.  They've been speaking to our Club annually and on a regular basis 

(depending on classes) and it's one of the more popular events according to member input.  

Barney Langer, Associate Member, is their acting advisor in the Club. 

 

I'd like to take a moment to write a brief message about each of your Board Members.  Your 

Board attends the monthly luncheons and also a monthly Board of Director Meeting to prepare 

for the luncheons and discuss other matters that become before the Board on a regular basis. 

There are also other Zoom Meetings and several Conferences they're asked or invited to attend.  

They receive no pay and rarely ask for expense reimbursement, even though it's often available.   

 

Gail Huff, our 1st Vice President, is in charge of Speakers and with no experience in the field 

took on the task with gusto:))  Lining up Speakers has historically been a tough job in that 

prospective speakers are not usually standing at the door waiting to get in.  But they were this 

year!  Thank you, Gail!  We appreciate all the time and attention you've given to your job. 

 

Candy Woodson, 2nd Vice President, is in charge of Membership.  Sounds easy enough but in 

fact Candy not only maintains and collects Member information but also is in charge of the 

monthly luncheons.  That includes working with the restaurant, their venues and menus, and also 

the reports that go along with Membership responsibility; local, state and national.  Not an easy 

task.  Please be sure and thank her as she checks you in at the luncheons.  Invaluable to the 

workings of the Club. 

 

Carolyn Dugger, Secretary, records the Minutes of the Board of Director Meetings and 

maintains our website. She's also taken on the job of developing a new Website for us and she's 

made that her focus for the past six months.  You'll be seeing the results soon:)) In fact, she's 

done such a great job, an Information Technology position was created, and Carolyn was elected 

our new IT Director, effective January 1, 2023. “IT” is defined as the retrieval and process of 

Information Technology.  I had to look it up:)) Carolyn has put in many hours of volunteer time 

creating our lovely website!  We all thank you for those hours and hours of hard work.  (She's 

also enjoys “skydiving” as a hobby. How about that??) 

 

Fran Webb, Treasurer, is a professional bookkeeper and has her own business. We're fortunate 

in having her expertise available to us.  Her monthly Treasurer's Reports are always on-time and 

include year-to-date figures with percentages and other pertinent data.  She's in charge of the 

banking and also the annual Budget, no easy task.  You see her each month at our luncheon 

check-in with Candy Woodson.  Most of the work Fran does is in the background so this is a 

chance to thank her for all the work she does. And one more thing..... she managed to help plan 

and oversee “two” separate weddings for her daughters during the year 2022.   

 

Karsen Jones, is our newly elected Secretary and began her duties on January 1, 2023.  She 

replaces Carolyn Dugger who has accepted the new position as IT Director.  Karsen attended her 

1st meeting on January 3rd  at the Board Meeting and showed us she's “definitely” up to the 

task.(We hope she comes back next month:))  Welcome and thanks so much for joining us 

Karsen! 



 

Jane Armstrong, mentioned earlier, is our resident Parliamentarian and Past President. Jane's 

role is Adviser to the President. She willingly shares her wealth of knowledge with us on a 

regular basis and I personally am forever thankful for that. 

 

     ******************** 

 

This was my first year as your President and it's been an honor. We have an amazing Board of 

Directors and you're an amazing group of Women.  We doubled our Membership in 2022 and 

there's no reason we can't double it again. Invite a friend to join us and get a free lunch!   

 

Thank you so much for being involved and always remember: 

 

 

When Women Work, We Win!! 
 

 
 

 


