
CELEBRATING MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (Part II of an earlier writing) 

  

“...crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining 
sea” – from America the Beautiful 
 
A recent article in the Christian Science Monitor noted the 
crafting of a new 22 foot high statue to be installed in the 
Boston Commons, of MLK and his wife embraced in a 
dance.  It is intended to be permanent (aren’t they all?) 
and we should look forward to seeing it. We should also 
be looking for something of even greater substance that 
would be permanent, namely the healing of the nation’s 
racial divide. We can start by seeing racial hatred and so-
called “white supremacy” as big mistakes, to be erased. 
Hatred must be carefully taught, so then must be 
untaught. Let us commit ourselves to restoring our natural 
born sense of universal brotherhood.  It may take 
awhile.  We can ask ourselves  to look upon each of our 
fellow creatures as children of the same God, which we 
are. We must look beyond mere appearances, or what 
stereotypes we pin on various members of this human 
race. Tell me: does not good old American blood flow in 
all of us? And, exactly what color is God’s skin, anyway?   
 
I learned something about this during one of my summer 
jobs between college semesters as a floorwalker in the fun 
zone at an amusement park. My task was to watch for 
patrons playing the machines having problems that I 
might resolve. I became a keen observer of non verbal 
aspects of individual activity, looking at such signs as body 



postures and facial contortions, to sense that something 
was amiss. I learned by being non-judgmental that 
aspects of human nature applied to all races. That served 
me well there, and my later work as private attorney. 
What I saw was the natural manly instinct to protect one’s 
family, and the motherly love that bound the family 
together. The common denominator was family. Our 
Creator has placed us in families that were to be 
responsible for sharing household duties and raising 
children. Our best hope for today is to restore the precious 
natural sanctity of the family – in all families – that has 
been lost. 
 
Family breakdown is a significant cause of 
American  problems of today.  It was destroyed by 
President Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society legislation. 
Since then there have been significant changes in the 
dynamics of the American family structure here. Before 
that only 11 percent of children in America lived in a home 
with a single mother. By 2014, under legislation that 
subsidized single-motherhood, that number had risen to 
24 percent. Also, in 1965 only 8 percent of all children 
were born to unwed mothers, whereas 50 years later over 
40 percent of children in the United States were born out 
of wedlock. The number of children born to unwed 
mothers continues to increase today, regardless of the 
education level of the mother. The United States has the 
world’s highest rate of children in single-parent homes; we 
can see why our nation is struggling. The picture is even 



bleaker when we factor in children in single family homes 
spending less time in school than those living with both 
parents. Marriage rates continue to decrease, with blacks 
and Hispanics having the most substantial declines among 
all racial groups. Homes without father figures often result 
in children getting off track. 
 
Historically family living has been the bedrock of success 
and a first-class ticket to the American dream. Research 
illustrates that 97 percent of Millennials who have 
obtained at least a high school diploma, have stayed out 
of prison, gone to work, and got married before having 
children –  are not poor by their late 20s to early 30s. That 
is a proven model for success. What were once identified 
as black problems are now American problems. If the 
breakdown of the family unit was not perceived as an 
exclusively black issue and treated with the same sense of 
urgency as racism and so-called “white supremacy”, there 
would be a potential for progress in this country toward 
solving our societal ills. We must promote and encourage 
accountability in our children instead of selling them 
dreams of one-size-fits-all policies that do not work. Black 
youth cannot, for example,  all become professional 
basketball players. 
 
It is Family -- and not government -- that will change the 
course of this nation. Government  was never meant to 
replace the family or community. Nor can anyone depend 
on positive action by Black Lives Matter.  That 



organization was designed to destroy both our country 
and its family structure, along with the rest of our cultural 
norms. So, it is time for all of us – black or otherwise – to 
get back to basics and do the work needed to make the 
family great again. The sanctity of marriage must be 
respected. The sacredness of motherhood must be 
cherished.  And men must be strong and honorable 
fathers – present as provider, protector, and guide. That 
takes some of the load off moms, and gives dads more 
purpose.  
 
Education must also be cherished and nurtured, not 
remain a political football. Just like those Great Society 
programs have neutered the role of family, so have 
education decisions been taken out of the hands of 
parents. They must be retaken. The State of Virginia has 
recently proved that this can be done. One of the powers 
of parents must be to choose where their children will 
attend school. If their choice is not public schooling, or if 
the only options are in a ghetto that gets insufficient funds 
and less than the best facilities, supplies, and teachers, 
then give the parent a voucher to take to any worthwhile 
institution – even a private one – that offers a better 
experience. Competition should make all schools better. 
History tells us that even during the Great Depression, 
when money for education for black school students in 
rural areas was lacking, parent-involved teaching with 
more involvement than money, actually out-performed 
some schools in nearby cities – even in the Old South,  



 
All racial groups are to be honored, respected, and invited 
to participate in the wonderful form of our democracy, by 
and through which we all – working together –  will solve 
the issues that now define and plague our civic life, and 
make it whole again. Toward this lofty goal, certainly King 
– as the Christian Minister and peaceful resistor that he 
was – would readily have accepted the Christly injunction 
that we love our neighbors as ourselves. That obviously 
includes the obligation first to love yourself. The world is 
holding bad models before your eyes continually. If you 
accept them as true, then you are liable to follow the 
lowest examples, skew your outlook, and adopt them into 
your life. To remedy this you must turn away from such 
models, look in the right direction, and then walk that 
way. Let unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, 
holiness, and love reign within you, and the results will be 
forever changed. That is a good place to start. Enjoy the 
personal journey that may begin there. I think Dr. King 
would agree.  
 
BE THE CHANGE YOU SEEK! 
 
“Love now is dawning over every nation; Showing true 
brotherhood, publishing salvation, Love bids all discord 
cease. Conquering hate, enthroning peace. Love – love 
alone, is power”  - from a poem by Friedrich F. Flemming 
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